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Grammatical 

Feature: 

Definition: Examples: 

Active Voice When the subject of a verb carries 

out an action. 

David Beckham scored the penalty. 

David Beckham is the subject here. 

Adjective A word that describes a noun. The cat is very happy. 

Adverb A word that describes/modifies a 

verb, an adjective or another adverb. 

It nearly always answers the 

questions: How? When? Where? or 

Why? 

Not all adverbs end in –ly 

Usha went upstairs to play on her 

computer. [adverb modifying the verb 

went] 

That match was really exciting! 

[adverb modifying the adjective 

exciting] 

We don't get to play games very 

often. [adverb modifying the other 

adverb, often] 

Adverbial An adverbial is a word or phrase that 

makes the meaning of a verb more 

specific (i.e. it modifies the verb). 

The bus leaves in five minutes. 

[preposition phrase as adverbial: 

modifies leaves]  

Antonym Words which mean the opposite to 

each other. 

The antonym of up is down 

The antonym of tall is short 

The antonym of add is subtract 

Apostrophe Apostrophes have two different uses: 

• showing the place of missing letters 

(contraction) 

• showing possession 

I'm going out and I won't be long. 

[showing missing letters] 

Hannah's mother went to town in 

Justin's car. [showing possession] 

Article The (definite article), a or an 

(indefinite articles). 

Articles are a type of determiner 

The dog found a bone in an old box. 

Brackets Punctuation used for additional 

information or explanation. 

To clarify information: 

Jamie's bike was red (bright red) with 

a yellow stripe. 

For asides and comments: 

The bear was pink (I kid you not).  

To give extra details: 

His first book (The Colour Of Magic) 

was written in 1989. 

Capital Letters Uppercase letters Capital letters are used: 

To begin sentences 

To begin proper nouns 

To begin words in titles 

To write the pronoun ‘I’ 

Clause A clause is a group of words which 

contains a verb; it is part of a 

sentence. 

There are two kinds of clauses: 

1. A main clause (makes sense on its 

own) e.g. Sue bought a new dress. 

2. A subordinate clause (does not 

make sense on its own; it depends on 

the main clause for its meaning) 

Main clause: 

Ella wrote a shopping list so that she 

wouldn’t forget to buy anything. 

 

Subordinate clause: 

Ella wrote a shopping list so that she 

wouldn’t forget to buy anything. 

 

Embedded clause: 

Ella, who was very forgetful, wrote a 

shopping list. 
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Cohesion A text has cohesion if it is clear how 

the meanings of its parts fit together. 

Cohesive devices are words that make 

clear how the different parts of a 

text fit together. In other words, 

they create cohesion. 

Some examples of cohesive devices 

are: 

• determiners and pronouns, which can 

refer back to earlier words 

• prepositions, conjunctions and 

adverbs, which can make relations 

between words clear 

Julia's dad bought her a football. The 

football was expensive! 

[determiner; refers us back to a 

particular football] 

 

We'll be going shopping before we go 

to the park. 

[conjunction; makes a relationship of 

time clear] 

Conjunction A conjunction links two words or 

phrases together. 

There are two main types of 

conjunctions: 

• co-ordinating conjunctions (e.g. and) 

link two words or phrases together as 

an equal pair 

• subordinating conjunctions (e.g. 

when) introduce a subordinate clause. 

James bought a top and gloves.  

[links the words top and gloves as an 

equal pair] 

Ali is strong but he is also very fact. 

[links two clauses as an equal pair] 

Everyone watches when Kyle does 

back-flips. 

[introduces a subordinate clause] 

Joe can't practise kicking because 

he's injured. 

[introduces a subordinate clause] 

Colon Punctuation which indicates that an 

example, a list, or more detailed 

explanation follows. 

On School journey you will need to 

bring: a waterproof coat, wellies, 

warm jumpers and any medication. 

Marvin was stunned: he had never 

seen a firework display like it! 

Command A sentence that tells someone to do 

something. 

Do the washing up. 

Complex sentence A sentence with a main clause and at 

least one subordinate clause. 

Although it was late, I wasn’t tired. 

My Gran (who is as wrinkled as a 

walnut) is one hundred years old. 

Compound sentence A sentence with two main clauses 

joined together with a co-ordinating 

conjunction. 

It was late but I wasn’t tired. 

Dash Punctuation which indicates a stronger 

pause than a comma. Can be used like a 

comma or bracket to add parenthesis. 

The woman – only 25 years old – was 

the first to win a gold medal for 

Britain. 

Determiner A determiner modifies a noun. 

Some examples of determiners are: 

• articles (the, a or an) 

• demonstratives (e.g. this, those) 

• possessives (e.g. my, your) 

• quantifiers (e.g. some, every) 

• numerals (e.g. thirty-one) 

the best team [article] 

that pupil [demonstrative] 

Julia's parent's [possessive] 

some boys [quantifier] 

eleven strong players [numeral] 

Direct Speech When you write down the actual words 

that are spoken and use speech marks. 

“Who’s there?” asked Marvin. 

First person When the writer speaks about himself 

or herself. 

My family all went to the park. We all 

loved it, me especially. I always love 

the slide. 
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Only ‘I/we/me/us’ are used as 

pronouns when writing in the first 

person. 

Fronted adverbial An adverbial which has been moved 

before the verb. When writing 

fronted phrases, we often follow them 

with a comma. 

Before we begin, make sure you've got 

a pencil. 

[Without fronting: Make sure you've 

got a pencil before we begin.] 

The day after tomorrow, I'm visiting 

my granddad. 

[Without fronting: I'm visiting my 

granddad the day after tomorrow.] 

Homophone Words which sound the same but are 

spelt differently and have different 

meanings. 

Their, there, they’re 

I, eye 

Our, are 

To, too, two 

Hyphen Punctuation which joins one or more 

words or adds a prefix to a word. 

Happy-go-lucky 

Modal verb Modal verbs are used to change the 

meaning of other verbs. They can 

express degrees of certainty, ability, 

or obligation. The main modal verbs 

are will, would, can, could, may, might, 

shall, should, must and ought. 

I can do this maths work by myself. 

This ride may be too scary for you! 

You should help your little brother. 

Is it going to rain? Yes, it might. 

Noun A part of speech which names a thing 

or person. 

Nouns can be classified into four 

different types: common nouns, 

proper nouns, collective nouns, 

abstract nouns. 

Common noun: everyday things: cars, 

toothbrushes, trees,… – and kinds of 

people: man, woman, child …  

Proper noun: particular people and 

places: Jim, Betty, London... – and 

some ‘times’: Monday, April, Easter… 

It always begins with a capital letter.  

Collective noun: A group or collection 

of people or things: army, bunch, 

team, swarm…  

Abstract noun: Cannot actually be 

seen, heard, smelt, felt or tasted: 

sleep, honesty, boredom, freedom, 

power …  

Noun phrase A noun phrase is a phrase (i.e. a group 

of grammatically connected words) 

with a noun as its “head” (main word). 

The girl – a simple noun phrase 

The tall girl – an expanded noun 

phrase 

Object An object is normally a noun, pronoun, 

or noun phrase that 

comes straight after the verb, and 

shows what they verb is acting upon. 

Year 2 designed that.  

[pronoun acting as object] 

Year 2 designed a pretty display. 

[noun phrase a pretty display acting as 

object] 

Participle Verbs in English have two participles, 

called “present participle” (e.g. 

walking, taking) and “past participle” 

(e.g. walked, taken). 

He is walking to school.  

[present participle] 

He has taken the bus to school  

[past participle] 

The photo was taken in the rain.  

[past participle] 

Passive Voice When a subject or verb has an action 

done to them. 

A window was smashed by a teenager. 

[passive] 
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Often, the subject is not even 

mentioned. 

The teenager smashed a window. 

[active] 

Perfect tense The perfect form of a verb generally 

calls attention to the consequences of 

a prior situation. It is formed by: 

• taking the past participle of the 

verb (e.g. thrown, taken, helped) 

• adding the verb ‘have’ before it (e.g. 

she has helped). 

It can be combined with the 

continuous (e.g. he has been reading). 

She has downloaded some songs. 

[present perfect] 

 

I had eaten lunch when you came. 

[past perfect] 

Phrase Part of a sentence which does not 

contain a verb and does not make 

sense on its own. If it contains a verb, 

it is called a clause. 

In an adjective phrase, one or more 

words work together  to give more 

information about an adjective.  

 so very sweet  

 earnest in her desire  

 very happy with his work  

 

In an adverb phrase, one or more 

words work together to  give more 

information about an adverb.  

 especially softly  

 formerly of the city of Perth  

 much too quickly to see clearly  

 

In a noun phrase, one or more words 

work together to give more 

information about a noun.  

 all my dear children  

 the information age  

 seventeen hungry lions in the 

rocks  

Preposition Words which show the relationship 

between two things. 

They often tell you where one thing is 

as opposed to another. 

Tom jumped over the cat.  

The monkey is in the tree.  

Pronoun Words used to avoid repeating a noun. I, you, me, he, she, it, you, him, 

her, mine, yours, his, hers, its  

we, they, us, them, ours, yours, 

theirs  

Reported speech When you write what people say, thing 

or believe without using speech marks. 

“I feel sick” said Ben to Bill. 

would change to this: 

Ben told Bill that he felt sick. 

Relative clause A relative clause is a special type of 

subordinate clause that makes the 

meaning of a noun more specific (i.e. it 

modifies the noun). It does this by 

using a pronoun to refer back to that 

noun. 

That's the boy who lives near school. 

[who refers back to boy] 

The prize that I won was a book.  

[that refers back to prize] 

Tom broke the game, which annoyed 

Ali.  

[which refers back to the whole 

clause] 

Semi-colon Punctuation used in place of a 

connective. 

To link two separate sentences that 

are closely related: 
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It separates two complete sentences 

which are closely related and can be 

used in lists of phrases. 

The children came home today; they 

had been away for a week. 

In a list: 

Star Trek, created by Gene 

Roddenberry; Babylon 5, by JMS; 

Buffy, by Joss Whedon; and Farscape, 

from the Henson Company. 

Simple sentence A sentence with one clause only. He walked to the park. 

Subordinate clause A clause which does not make sense on 

its own, but gives extra information to 

the main clause. 

Sue bought a new dress when she 

went shopping.  

*‘when she went shopping’ is the 

subordinate clause as it would not 

make sense without the main clause.  

Subject The person or thing that carries out 

the action or verb. 

 

Synonym Words which have the same, or nearly 

the same meaning as each other. 

Synonyms for: 

Bad - awful, terrible, horrible 

Happy - content, joyful, pleased 

Look - watch, stare, gaze 

Walk - stroll, crawl, tread 

Third Person When the writer speaks about 

someone or something else. 

The pronouns ‘he/she/it/they/him/ 

her/it/them’ are used when writing in 

the third person 

He walked to the shops because he 

wanted to taste the new chocolate 

bar. 

Verb An ‘action’ word or a ‘doing’ word. The boy was playing football.  

The crowd clapped as One Direction 

took the stage. 

 

 

 


