
LLPS Science Curriculum Overview

Autumn Spring Summer

EYFS (FS1) Remember and talk about significant events in their own experience. Recognise and describe special times or events for family or 

friends.

Comment and ask questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place where they live or the natural world. 

Talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals, natural and found objects. 

Talk about why things happen and how things work. 

Develop an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time. 

Show care and concern for living things and the environment. 

Begin to be interested in and describe the texture of things.

Children in the EYFS learn through a play-based Curriculum which follows the needs and interests of the children. Some possible science 

topics may include ; seasons (identifying patterns and change), weather, planting, habitats, mini beasts, space.

(FS2) Enjoy joining in with family customs and routines. The Early Learning Goal for children at the end of F2 for Understanding the World; 

People & Communities is: Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that 

other children don’t always enjoy the same things and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between 

themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions. 

Look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

Experiment to create different textures. 

The Early Learning Goal for children at the end of F2 for Understanding the World; The World is: Children know about similarities and 

differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and 

how environments might vary from

one another. They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur and talk about changes.

Y1 Animals including humans (Basic parts of 

the human body).

Seasonal Changes Autumn/Winter (Observe 

changes across the seasons and describe 

weather associated with the season).

Everyday Materials (Identify, name and 

describe properties of materials and 

compare).

Seasonal Changed Spring/Summer 

(Observe changes across the seasons and 

describe weather associated with the 

season).

Plants (Identify and name plants and 

describe the basic structure).

Animals including humans (Identify 

common animals, name herbivores, 

carnivores and omnivores and 

describe/compare the structure of animals).

Y2 Animals including humans (Discuss 

offspring, find and describe basic needs of 

animals and describe importance of 

exercise/food/hygiene).

Use of everyday materials (Identify and 

compare suitability of materials and find 

out how some materials can be changed by 

squishing, bending etc.)

Use of everyday materials continued –

Additional investigations.

Plants (Observe and describe 

seeds/bulbs/plants, find out and describe 

what plants need to grow and stay healthy).

Living things and their habitats (Explore 

and compare differences between living and 

dead, discuss habitats and identify/name 

plants and animals in their habitats).

Living things and their habitats 

continued.

Y3 Rocks (Compare and group rocks, 

describe how fossils are formed and 

recognise that soil is made from rocks).

Animals including humans (Identify that 

animals inc. humans need the right 

nutrition, and this is from food, identify 

skeletons and muscles).

Light (Recognize that we need light to see, 

discuss reflection, recognize how shadows 

are formed and understand that light from 

the sun can be dangerous).

Forces and Magnets (Observe how magnets 

attract and repel, compare magnetic/non-

magnetic materials, describe magnets as 

having 2 poles).

Forces and Magnets continued –Additional 

investigations.

Plants (Identify and describe the functions 

of parts of a flowering plant, explore the 

requirements of plants for growth, explore 

the role flowers play in the life cycle of 

flowering plants).

Y4 States of Matter (Compare/group solids, 

liquids and gases, observe materials 

changing state and identify parts of the 

water cycle).

Sound (Identify how sounds are made, 

recognize that vibrations travel, discuss 

pitch and volume).

Electricity (Identify appliances, simple 

circuits, recognize switches and identify 

conductors and insulators).

.Living things and their habitats (Explore 

and use classification keys 

and recognise that environments can 

change).

Animals including humans (Describe the 

human digestive system and identify the 

different types of teeth and their functions)

Animals including humans 

continued (Construct and interpret food 

chains).

Y5 Properties and the changes of materials 

(Know that a material will dissolve in 

liquid to form a solution, describe how to 

recover a substance from a solution, use 

knowledge of solids, liquids and gases and 

explain that some changes result in new 

materials).

Properties and the changes of materials 

(Compare and group everyday materials, 

give reasons based on evidence from 

comparative and fair tests).

Living things and their habitats (Describe 

the differences in life cycles and describe 

the life process of reproduction in some 

animals and plants).

Animals including humans (Describe the 

changes as humans develop to old age).

Earth and Space (Describe the movement

of Earth and other planets, describe the 

movement of the moon relative to the Earth 

and explain day and night using the idea of 

the Earth’s rotation).

Forces (Discuss gravity and it’s effects on 

objects, identify the effects of air 

resistance, water resistance and friction 

and recognize some mechanisms).

Y6 Light (Recognise that light travels in 

straight lines, discuss light traveling from 

a light source to our eyes and discuss 

shadows). 

Animals including humans (Identify and 

name parts of the human circulatory

system, describe the functions of the heart, 

blood vessels and blood, recognise the 

impact of diet, exercise, drugs and 

lifestyles and describe how nutrients and 

water are transported).

Evolution and inheritance (Recognise that 

living things have changed over time, 

recognise that living things produce 

offspring and identify how animals and 

plants have adapted).

Living things and their habitats (Describe 

how living things are classified based on 

similarities and differences, including

micro-organisms, plants and animals and 

give reasons for classifying plants and 

animals).

Revision and additional investigations Electricity (Associate the brightness of a 

lamp with the number and voltage of cells 

used in a circuit, compare and give reasons 

for variations in how components function 

and use recognised symbols when 

representing a circuit diagram). 

At Lantern Lane, we value science. We offer a high-quality science education which provides the knowledge to understand and make sense of the world we live in.

Aligned with this knowledge is the development of investigative and explanation skills, ensuring children develop themselves as learners whilst appreciating some of the

wonders of our world. Our science provision values and promotes excitement and curiosity about natural phenomena while encouraging our learners to evaluate what

they hear, see and experience. As pupils examine the work of scientists that have changed our understanding of the world, they can also be helped to appreciate the

link between success and sustained hard work. Teaching about the human body allows the children to appreciate the need to protect it and keep it healthy.

Confidence, Achievement, Respect, Enthusiasm


