
 

So many of us were looking forward to gardening this month. 
After all, it was the start of the spring and the time to get 
planting. With current events, and school being closed, you 
might think that there might not be too much to report. How 
wrong you would be!  

This month we started a gardening club, planted our first 
crops, grew cress on the backs of potato creatures, 
replanted the beds in the little house on the playground and 
even made some seed bombs. We even had a super Science 
Week!! 

The greenhouse started going up and the bottle door has 
been built. Pupils in several classes even took the first steps 
to getting the walls prepared. 

If you get the chance, try and grow something while school is 
closed and have fun in the garden!! 

Science Week 

Cress creatures, seed bombs 
and so much more… 
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Despite some unbelievably heavy rain and 
even the occasional snow shower, we were 
able to complete the building of the 
raised beds in the school garden. A 
determined crew of pupils and parents 
along with a very soggy teacher braved 
the conditions to fill the raised beds with 
the compost sent to us by Veolia. Mr. and 
Mrs. T completed the job and were very 
grateful for the hot chocolate passed 
over the fence by Ethan, Sasha and Iona. 
So many people have stopped for a chat 
and have been very encouraging 
throughout.  

Once the compost was in, we turned our 
attention to putting the tyres and pallet 
planters in place. Plenty of digging was 
required and all involved did a terrific job.  

Before long we were able to plant in our 

Gardening Gang Gets Going. 

2

first crops. So far in the beds we have 
planted red and white onions, rainbow 
beetroot and some very interesting 
carrots. The planters have purple 
radishes and salad leaves in, and there are 
some broad beans and blackberries in the 
tyres.  

The best part of planting has been the 
range of people who have come to get 
involved. We have had pupils from 
Badgers to Year 6, Mums, Dads and 
Grandparents. We have also had drinks 
kindly provided by Mrs. Thorne.  

Mrs. Genders has joined the fun and has 
added to the planting of crops and we 
await the first shoots in the coming 
weeks. I’m sure that we will find a way to 
water them – even with the current rules 
in place. 
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The pupils in Foundation Stage had a great time finding 
out about our diverse planet by learning about the life 
cycle of chickens. The team hatched chicks!! They looked 
so cute (I do mean the chicks) and gave the pupils a first 
hand experience of the world around them and how life 
begins.  
Year 1 learned about the importance of bees and also how 
we need to plant flowers that encourage them into our 
gardens. As numbers of bees and pollinators decline, it is 
so important to think about even the smallest parts of 
our diverse planet. So, our creative team, decided to get 
their hands dirty and make some seeds bombs.  
To do this, they took some clay soil, combined it will 
wildflower meadow seeds and left them to dry. Hopefully, 
these will grow into flowers that bees love throughout 
East Leake. 
Year 2 learned that you do not always need to use soil to 
grow a plant. To do this, they created potato animals and 
sprinkled cress seeds onto their backs. The nutrients 
from the potato provided the cress with the energy they 
needed to grow successfully. They looked amazing. 

 
Year 3 made bird feeders by recycling tin cans. They 
washed them out carefully and used acrylic paint to 
decorate them. The children then made bird nests and 
went bird watching. So many birds have begun to 
disappear and encouraging them back into our gardens is 
an important part of our diverse planet. Try and listen 
out for them and spot them when you are in your gardens 
in the coming weeks. Even better, try to find out which 

Science Week 2020 

A Lot of Fun For Everyone –An 
Important Message!! 

The theme for Science week 
this year was ‘Our Diverse 
Planet’.  

Many of the activities were 
linked to the theme we had 
already started about taking 
greater care of the world 
around us. We have collected 
so many recyclable materials 
and have set out on our 
journey to change items we 
throw away into something we 
can use again. 

We also learned about 
important people who have 
spoken passionately about 
saving our planet, such as 
Greta Thunberg and Sir 
David Attenborough. 

Science Week  
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If you are lucky enough to 
have some of the following 
seeds, here are that can 
be planted out during the 
spring and early summer. 
Remember to read packets 
carefully and watch out for 
frosts!! 

Gardening Jobs 
for Spring 

 

 
 

April an May  
 
Peas, radish, spinach and 
chard, lettuce and salad 
leaves, carrots, main crop 
potatoes, leeks, pumpkins 
and squash, tomatoes and 
French beans. 
 

 

Year 4 did an eggsperiment in which they looked at the 
effect that different substances can have on things made 
from enamel such as your teeth. The children observed 
just how strong some drinks are! They also learned about 
how we have to send scientists to different parts of the 
planet, including some of the harder to reach places such 
as Antarctica, to learn about them. 

Year 5 began building the walls for the greenhouse and also 
learned about how important moss is to the diversity of our 
planet. Moss is vital for the creation of peat. Did you know 
that an area of peat marshland stores up to twice as much 
CO2 as the same area of rainforest? The pupils were lucky 
enough to meet the owners of BeadaMoss Micropropagation 
Services who are based in East Leake. They also showed us 
how Sphagnum moss can clean water that passes through it.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sadly, a lot of compost that we buy from garden centres 
contains peat and this is reducing the amount of peat 
marshland in the world. So, if you can, try to find bags of 
peat free compost. 
In year 6, the pupils had a seed quiz. To do this, they were 
given 20 different packets with seeds of all different 
colours, shapes and sizes. They had to guess which seed 
grew into which fruit of vegetable. Some children 
recognised common seeds like the tomato and the large 
broad beans and peas were easy to identify. Others were 
more surprising, especially the bright blue turnip seeds. 
From some of the smallest seeds, some of the larger fruits 
and vegetables grow. It was hard to imagine how something 
so small contains so much energy! A very diverse planet 
indeed! 
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Whatever Happened to the Old Raised Beds? 



 

 

 
  


