
 

17/2—21/2/20  Half Term Holiday 

Mon 24/2/20  INSET Day 

Tues 25 Feb  School Re-opens 

Weds 4 Mar  Castleton Parent’s Meeting 

Thurs 5 Mar  World Book Day 

Weds  11 Mar  Parent’s Evening 

Weds 18 Mar  Parent’s Evening 

9/3—13/3/20  Science Week 

Tues 31 Mar  Year 3 Performance (Eve) 

Weds 1 Apr  Year 3 Performance (PM) 

6/4 —17/4/20  Easter Holiday 

Mon 20 Apr  School Re-opens 

Fri 8 May  Bank Holiday 

11/5-15/5/20  SATs Week 

Weds 29/4  Individual/Sibling Photos 

Weds 20/5  Class Photos 

Thurs 21/5  Year 5 Performance (Eve) 

Fri 22/5  Year 5 Performance (PM) 

25/5-29/5/20  School Holiday 

Mon 1 June ` INSET Day 

Tues 2 June  School Re-opens 

School Diary Dates 

This term, we have started our in-depth geog-
raphy topic looking at both North and South 
America. In this, we have started to focus on 
South America in particular with the children 
considering the question of how diverse the 
country is. Exploring the different biomes 
there: the desert area of Atacama, the Andes, 
and the tropical rainforest (to name but a 
few) has given the children the chance to de-
velop their research skills, raising inquiry 
questions of their own, and to consider both 
how these differ and also how they compare. 

Next half-term, the topic will be extended to 
consider some of the challenges for this conti-
nent, e.g. the impact of deforestation and the 
drive towards urbanisation. 

To accompany the topic, we have been enjoying 
reading The Explorers by Katherine Rundell, 
an award-wining story of four children’s quest 
for survival following a plane crash deep in the 
Amazon. How will they all get home? We have 
also begun our Reading Journey to South 
America; this is where the children earn miles 
on a trip around the continent by the number 
of pages they read independently at home. 
Their ‘passport’ records all the different plac-
es they visit. Who, in Year 6, will be traveller 
who ventures furthest?  Year 6 Team 

Year 6 Explore 

Year 1 London’s Burning! 

This Spring we have been busy learning all about 
the events of September 1666 when fire raged 
through the narrow, crowded streets of London. 
We've learned about the causes of the fire, the 
chronology of the events and how it changed 
London. We have found out about important 
eyewitnesses, like Samuel Pepys, and we've dis-
covered how historians learn about the past 
from documents and physical evidence.  We've 
created our own commemorative tankards and 
written with quill pens.  

We are looking forward to welcoming lots of vis-
itors to our museum to share what we have 
learned and we are also hoping some special visi-
tors will tell us all about modern fire services 
(as long as they don't get a 'shout').  

Year 1 Team 

Thank you to those of you who recently sent in 
empty plastic bottles towards our recycled-
bottle greenhouse for Mr Thomas’ garden pro-
ject.  Your help is appreciated and you should 
see these being put to good use soon, as our 
grounds start to undergo a transformation.. 

We have been sup-
ported financially with 
the project by fund-
ing through various 
grants, local counci-
lors and committees, 
and individuals.  Look 
out for more infor-
mation about this and 
how the project is 
progressing in Mr 
Thomas’ Gardening 
Newsletters which he 
will be  sending out by 
email periodically.   
Mrs Griggs 

 
Time To GET GREEN At  

Lantern Lane 

 

As I am sure all of you are aware, children 
learn best when they are demonstrating the 
very best behaviours for learning. In order 
for this to happen, children need to feel safe 
and secure in their environment as well as be-
ing confident, enthusiastic and adopting a can 
do attitude to their learning. This is some-
thing we promote relentlessly through our 
school CARE values at Lantern Lane. 

Last week was children’s mental health week. 
The theme for this year was ‘find your brave’ 
We celebrated this in school with a whole 
school assembly 
that focused on 
what it means to be 
brave and what 
feelings can some-
times get in the 
way of being brave.  

We discussed the fact that it is brave to ask 
for help, to share your worries and to some-
times just have a go. 

In their classes, children had the opportunity 
to talk about times they had been brave and 
to share stories about brave characters. They 
also had the opportunity to take part in activi-
ties to promote positive mental health. These 
included sport, singing, zentangling and gar-
dening.  Mrs Butler 

Thank you to East Leake 
Parish Council for once 
again making a donation 

towards the Year 6 
DARE graduation T-
shirts.  This is much 

appreciated. 
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Year 5 Get Lost In Books 

In Year 5, we have been working really hard to 
improve our reading skills: from guided reading 
sessions using our year group text (The Boy in 
the Tower), to working our way through the 
new banded reading books. Mr Thomas is even 
making us read the back of seed packets now 
too!!  
In our partnership books, you will find a list of 
each of the books on our current stage that we 
need to review as we read. Don’t forget to help 
us to record our reading so that we can earn 
house points! 
 
This half term, some of us have been swimming 
and we’re really looking forward to everybody 
going ice skating 
together next 
half term too. 
Our first ses-
sion is on Tues-
day 25th Febru-
ary and we can’t 
wait to improve 
our skills at the 
Motorpoint Are-
na, Nottingham. 
Don’t forget, if 
you have any 
hidden ice skat-
ing talents, 
we’re always in 
need of parent 
volunteers!   
  
Year 5 Team 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpbs.twimg.com%2Fprofile_images%2F643827867655122944%2F0sBKgJqC_400x400.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fnspcc&docid=yNkEkIz5-dO4YM&tbnid=wyowXhouUH-4JM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjKhMON9ZjZAhVHasAKHWlZAR4


Year 4 Get Active 

 

In Year 3 we have been enjoying learning all 
about the Egyptians. We have experienced 
what it might have been like to be Howard 
Carter discovering the tomb of Tutankhamun 
and have learnt about life in the time of the 
pharaohs. We have been impressed with 
some of the creative homework that has 
started to come in. We will continue with this 
topic after half term alongside launching our 
Year 3 musical – watch this space! 

We have still been going to Forest School 
each week (despite the cold, wind, rain and 
snow). The children really do love these ses-
sions.  We have, however, been short of adult 
help some 
weeks. If you 
are able to vol-
unteer to help, 
we would really 
appreciate it. 
Unfortunately, 
without your 
help, these ses-
sions can’t go 
ahead.  Year 3 

All Things Egyptian in  
Year  3 

This half term, we launched our Roman Empire topic 
and the children have been full of enthusiasm for 
our work around this – even bringing in Roman 
cheesecake and biscuits for us to try. We have con-
sidered questions such as why the Roman Emperor, 
Claudius, invaded Britain, should the Celts take on 
the Romans and why did Boudica rebel against Ro-
man rule. Alongside this, we have enjoyed reading 
Escape from Pompeii and writing in role as charac-
ters fleeing the erupting Mount Vesuvius.  

Our Drumba sessions have become the highlight of 
our week and we have really enjoyed our high-energy 
workout sessions based around a mix of popular mu-
sic, while learning and playing a drum. We have im-
proved our sense of rhythm, groove, timing and co-

ordination. We have learnt rudimental drumming 
skills and left each session with our muscles aching, 
especially our cheeks from all the laughing and fun! 

We are now looking ahead to our much-anticipated 
trip to Castleton and we know the children are al-
ready becoming excited for this! There will be a 
Castleton information evening for parents on 
Wednesday 4th March, at 6pm.   Year 4 Team 

We have made a fantastic start to the new dec-
ade in Foundation with our ‘Kings, Queens, Drag-
ons and Castles’ topic. The children have loved 
finding out about how castles were built and the 
people who live in them. The Badgers became Roy-
al Family experts through exploring the family 
tree and thinking about their own families too.  

In Foundation 1, we have welcomed some new chil-
dren who have settled in brilliantly. The children 
have loved exploring the mud kitchen and making 
their own Royal chocolate cakes!  

Along with all our Royal fun, we have also been 
finding out about and celebrating Chinese New 
Year. Some of the children (and staff) even tried 

Chinese food! The Badgers created their own Chi-
nese Dragon head and choreographed a Dragon 
dance. 

We are excited to start our new topic next half 
term of Traditional Tales, beginning with the 
Three Little Pigs (after Pancake Day, of course!).  

Foundation Team 

A Royal Welcome in Foundation 

Year 2 have been learning all about Florence 
Nightingale and Mary Seacole since Christmas 
as part of our Emergency 999 topic. We have 
learnt all about their incredible achievements. 
What amazing women they were! We have also 
been busy designing our own emergency vehi-
cles which we are looking forward to making in 
DT.  

In PE we have loved our Zumba sessions with 

Miss Nisan. We have learnt lots of different 
Zumba dance moves. Ask us to show you them 
at home!  

Year 2 have also been working extremely hard 

on their times tables using TT Rockstars. Well 
done to Mrs Drakes’ class for winning the 
first TT Rockstars battle. 

We very much enjoyed our residential trip to 
Beaumanor and sleeping in the cabins.  

After half term we will be starting swimming 
and also have our class assemblies to look for-
ward to.  Year 2 Team 

Year 2 Working Mind & 
Body 

Messages from the Office 
One or two children in school are 
suffering from winter illnesses.  
Please would you make sure that 
children are fully recovered be-
fore returning to school, especial-
ly if they have been suffering 
from vomiting, diarrhoea, or flu-
like symptoms.   
If your child comes home wearing a red wrist-
band, this means they have unfortunately suf-

fered a bump to the head during 
the day.  You should also receive  a 
letter with details of the injury 
and follow up actions at the end of 
the school day.  Please make oth-
ers who collect your children 
aware of this medical policy to en-

sure a close eye is kept on your child, should 
this happen.   Mrs Griggs 


