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Dyslexia Friendly School Policy 

 

Dyslexia is a learning difference, a combination of strengths and weaknesses which 

affects the learning process in reading, spelling, writing and sometimes number and 

calculation. Dyslexic learners may also have accompanying weaknesses in short-term 

memory, sequencing and the speed at which they process information. These are skills 

that everyone needs if they are to learn effectively in a busy classroom. They are also 

key skills for life.  

 

Acknowledging dyslexia as a ‘specific learning difference’ places the focus firmly on 

how all lessons are planned, resourced and taught and also on the way teachers are 

supported through school policy, practice and ethos. This offers real opportunities for 

an emphasis on inclusive mainstream strategies which are designed to empower all 

learners to be the best they can be. In dyslexia-friendly schools the focus has changed 

from establishing what is wrong with children in order to make them ‘better’, to 

identifying what is right in the classroom in order to enhance the effectiveness of 

learning. 

 

Lantern Lane, we aim to be a Dyslexia Friendly School. It is our intention that pupils will 

be able to achieve their cognitive potential regardless of any difficulties spelling, 

reading, writing or any other traits commonly associated with dyslexia.  

 

In order to do this we will carry out screening tests to identify children with dyslexic 

traits, regardless of whether they are on the SEN register.  We will screen using the 

Notts LA screening toolkit with parents’ consent.  Support will be put in place where 

necessary. If progress is not made, a more detailed assessment may be carried out by 

an appropriately qualified teacher. 

 

We aim to embed dyslexia friendly teaching across the whole curriculum in order to 

meet the needs of all learners by employing visual, auditory and kinaesthetic techniques 

alongside speaking and listening activities. When appropriate, alternative methods of 

recording will be used and where reading and writing is planned, children with dyslexic 

traits will be given the appropriate support. Work will be marked to the subject 

objective and to the child’s personal reading or writing target.  
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Guidelines for identifying, screening and assessing children with dyslexic traits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dyslexia is suspected – traits are noticed by someone working with the child. It may be useful 

to gather background information from school/parents. Notts screening folder has appropriate 

questionnaires. 

Possibility of child having some dyslexic traits is discussed by teacher with parent. Consent is 

given for screening to take place. BT is informed. BT will complete screening at an 

appropriate time. Results of screening/strengths/areas for development sheet will be 

completed. NB. Screening is not an official assessment of dyslexia and the phrase “dyslexic 

traits” should be used. 

Results of screening will be discussed with parents by class teacher/person who completed 

screening. Parents will be given a written copy of results. Screening paperwork will be put in 

SEN folder if child in on SEN register, or the Notts Screening folder if not. Copy of results 

given to class teacher.  Child will be added to screening register by BT, regardless of results. 

Progress of child will be monitored using range of assessment tools as per whole school 

monitoring and assessment timetable. Possibility of access arrangements for SATs should be 

considered, particularly in Year 5 and 6. Provision will be recorded on class provision maps 

and handed over to subsequent teachers at end of year and onto appropriate secondary school 

in Year 6. Specific provision maps for all children on dyslexia register will be completed and 

handed on to next teacher. 

In some cases a more detailed assessment may be deemed necessary. This should be carried 

out by a qualified dyslexia teacher (BT). Only at this point can a child be said to be dyslexic.  


