
 

16 March 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers  

As you’re probably aware, the government’s guidance on the Covid-19 Coronavirus has changed from the 

‘contain’ phase to one of delaying the spread of the virus. We’re getting in touch to let you know what we’re 

doing in light of this, and what we expect from all of you, to help make sure our school community keeps 

safe and calm.  

We’d like to reassure you that at Lantern Lane we’re taking all of the necessary steps to protect our 

community and are continuing to follow official guidance from the Government, Public Health England and 

the Local Authority.  As you can appreciate this is a fast-moving situation and, whilst we will endeavour to 

update you as appropriate, at times we will have access to no more information than yourselves so please 

bear with us.  

What’s the current situation?   

 The school remains open – this is the current official guidance we’ve been given.   

 Pupils should attend school unless they feel unwell – if your child has any of the following symptoms 

they should remain at home for 7 days: 

     - a new, continuous cough and/or   

     - a temperature   

 If your child is unwell, report this as you would normally by contacting the school office by telephone 

before 9am, as per current procedures.  

What we’re doing to protect and support pupils and staff   

 As you are aware, we have spoken to all the children about the important of hygiene and 

handwashing and are enforcing this at all opportunities. 

 Should a pupil display symptoms of either a temperature or a new continuous cough then we will 

contact you immediately and ask you collect your child.  They will then have to stay at home for 

seven days. 

 We are currently making preparations for the possibility that schools may be forced to close, and 

this will include ensuring that all pupils will have work to complete at home during this period of 

closure.  Further information will follow regarding this if and when we are forced to close. 

 Inevitably, these circumstances will create anxiety in some children and we will make every effort to 

provide them with reassurance.    

 For the foreseeable future, the following will be cancelled.  Where possible, we will re-schedule 

these for a later date: 

     - Residentials 

     - All open-door reading sessions 

     - All whole-school assemblies, including class assemblies, and Golden Book  

     - Year group performances 

     - School-led after school clubs.  Further information will follow from outside providers in this    

 respect 



 We will continually review lunchtime and playtime arrangements 

 Parents evening will currently go ahead on Wednesday, but we require you to take all the necessary 

precautions before attending, such as washing your hands before coming to school, cancelling if you 

have a cough or a high temperature and, where possible, maintaining a two metre distance from 

others. 

What we need you to do 

 If you’ve recently changed your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible in 

order that you receive communications.  

 Familiarise yourself with the school website, year group Twitter details and Seesaw (Details of which 

will follow if we close.) 

 Come and collect your child straight away, if we ask you to (we’ll contact you if they become ill with 

either a temperature or a new, continuous cough) 

 Talk to your children about the coronavirus. It’s an unsettling time and we should make sure children 

feel supported. BBC Newsround has regular updates for younger children and YoungMinds has 

practical steps older children can take to help with anxiety.  

What happens if the school has to close?  

We will only close if we’re either officially advised to do so or we don’t have enough staff to run the school. 

In either case, we will issue text and/or e-mail communication and place information on the school website.  

Throughout the closure period we will issue updates as appropriate and provide details of re-opening, again 

via text/e-mail and on the school website.   

Please keep in mind that we’re only sending out this information to help the school community prepare. 

There are currently no plans to close.  

If you have any questions  

Please consult the:  

 School office, if you have any questions about our response to this issue. 

 School website - there are some useful links on the home page of our school website. 

 NHS, if you want to know more about the symptoms of coronavirus. If you think you or your child 

may have the symptoms, use NHS 111 online if at all possible before calling 111. 

 Department for Education’s coronavirus helpline: 0800 046 8687, or email 

DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk, if you have any questions about the government’s 

response to coronavirus in relation to schools.  

 Government’s travel advice, if you want to know whether any upcoming trip or holiday you’re taking 

abroad should go ahead.  

This is an unprecedented situation, but we will continue to do all we can to carry on as normal whilst 

keeping up to date with, and acting on, the published guidelines. Thank you for your support at this 

challenging time. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs J M Butler 

Headteacher 
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